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Shared Room for 3 People
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The Graduate School of Korean Studies, The Academy of Korean Studies

B Address: 323 Haogae-ro Bundang-gu Seongnam-si Gyeonggi-do
Republic of Korea (Postcode : 13455)
B Website: grad.aks.ac.kr

| . Overview of the Graduate School

1. History
1980. 3. Opening of the graduate school
2008. 10. Reorganisation of the school system into 4 divisions of 16 majors

= Annual quota for newly admitted Korean students : 35 for Master’s
degree program, 25 for doctoral degree program
* The above quota does not apply to the recruitment of international
students.
2025. 3. 1. Inauguration of Dr. Nanhee Ku as the 34" Dean of the Graduate

School of Korean Studies

2. Key Information

O A research-oriented, government-funded graduate school in the fields of

humanities and social sciences pertinent to Korea

O A 5:1 student-faculty ratio, enabling professors’ close one-on-one guidance of

students

O As part of the degree program, Korean language courses specifically designed for

academic purposes are offered free of charge as well as various cultural activities.

O A diverse range of programs support student’s academic performance such as
tutoring, writing clinic, airfare subsidies for presentation in overseas conferences,
or subsidies for TOPIK application fee.

O As of 2025 fall semester, about 250 students including 116 international students

from 38 countries are enrolled.

3. Semesters and Credits
A. An academic year consists of two semesters, beginning on March 1% and
September 1% respectively.

B. Courses are provided for 15 weeks per semester.

_14_
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C. Students earn 3 credits by attending a course. In order to complete the course of
study, Master’s degree students are required to earn 24 credits, while doctoral
degree students 36 credits, with the minimum CGPA(Cumulative Grade Point
Average) of 2.7(B-) out of 4.3 scale.

D. In addition to the above major-related courses, international students should take
mandatory basic courses including 2 Korean language courses and 2 foundation
subjects in order to graduate. Both basic courses and foundation subjects are

noncredit and graded pass/fail.

4. Dormitory and Cafeteria

A. Dormitory Fees (A total amount for 4 months, excluding meals)

. S Double Shared Dormitory for Married Couples
Buildings Room Room Room for
3 People One-room Type | Two-room Type
Shiseupjae* 924,000 462,000 . ) )
(Built in 2002) KRW KRW
Boinjae and Itaekjae | 1,248,000 ] 800,000 (Pﬁf%ﬁf%% ISZYtV o
(Built in 2024) KRW KRW 00,000 I?RW)

* Shiseupjae room tour video : https://www.youtube.com/shorts/6phEzZPAGos

B. Each room has a toilet and bathroom.

C. Students can cook in communal kitchens equipped with refrigerators, gas stoves,
microwaves and rice cookers.

D. Washers and driers are available in laundry rooms.

E. Duvets, pillows and cooking appliances should be brought individually.

F. Cafeteria (Open during lunch time on weekdays)

Lunch Remarks

Opening Hours 11:40~13:00

Price 7,500 KRW 6,000 KRW when paying in a lump for 20 meals

G. Other facilities : A gym, table tennis rooms, a prayer room, etc.

_15_
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* Boinjae and Itaekjae Photos
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5. Activities to Experience Korean Culture

O Visiting head houses, museums, palaces, and memorial halls
O Attending local festivals
O Making Kimchi and half-moon-shaped rice cake

O Watching musicals and plays

6. Academic Support Programs and Events
A. Group Tutoring Program (“Ye-in”)
O A tutor (a doctoral degree student in the 4th/5th/6th semester) supports
maximum 10 tutees in his/her group, meeting minimum twice a month to

share knowledge and know-how of study and life in Korea.

B. Writing Clinic
O International students can get their Korean composition such as assignments
and thesis revised by Korean students in the 3™ ~ 6" semester of doctoral

degree program.

C. Korean speech contest, a poster presentation session, and a contest of writing a

letter in Korean

7. Korean Language Program Before Beginning a Degree Program
O Before starting a degree program, GKS students take Korean language courses at
the Education Center for Korean as a Foreign Language at Pai Chai University

(https://www.pcu.ac.kr/eckfl).

_21_
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Il. Fields of Study
A. Taught in Korean
Degree
& Language Requirement
- . Program
Division Major
. To
MA | PhD To Be Admitted
Graduate
Korean History O O
Diplomatics and Bibliography O O
Humanities Philosophy O O
Korean Linguistics-Korean Literature O O
(Korean Linguistics) A TOPIK certificate is
Korean Linguistics-Korean Literature not mandatory at
) o | O .
(Korean Literature) the time of
Anthropology-Folklore(Anthropology) | O O | application, but
admission will be
Anthropology-Folklore(Folklore) O O revoked if students OPIK
Religious Studies O (O | fail to obtain TOPIK level 6
| Musicol o o level 4 until they -
CL;t:re usicology finish Korean
and Arts Art History O O | language program at
Cultural Informatics-Human Geography o o Pai Chai
; ; st
(Cultural Informatics) University(HH X CH =
Cultural Informatics-Human Geography ).
O O
(Human Geography)
Political Science O O
Social
Sociol
Sciences octology O O
Education O O
B. Taught in English
D
s Language Requirement
- . Program
Division Major To
MA | PhD To Be Admitted
Graduate
= Applicants are required to submit a score
report of TOEFL 4.5 (or TOEFL 80 for tests
taken before January 21, 2026), IELTS 6.5, TEPS
Global Korean 301 or above at the time of application. TOPIK
Korean | Cultural = O X = Applicants from a country where English is an level 4
Studies | Studies official language or who obtained a degree at
a university or a graduate school whose
medium of instruction was English are exempt
from the above requirement.
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Degree .
. Language Requirement
- . Program
Division Major To
MA | PhD To Be Admitted
Graduate

A TOPIK certificate is not mandatory at the
time of application, but admission will be
revoked if students fail to obtain TOPIK level 3
until they finish Korean language program at
Pai Chai University(HH XH CH St 1)

¢ For the doctoral degree program, only those whose Master's degree major is the

same as or closely related to the desired major are acceptable.

<Recognised similar fields of study for the applicants of doctoral degree program>

Recognized Master's degree majors

Division Major ) ) . i
which a major accepts for its doctoral degree program applicants
Paleography, Library Science, Bibliography, Library and
Diplomatics and Information Science, Records Management, Cultural Properties
Bibliography Studies(Ancient Writings), Korean Studies(Classical Literature,
History, Bibliography, or Translation)
L Korean Linguistics, Korean Language and Literature,
Korean Linguistics: . . o
.. . Korean Language Education, Linguistics,
Humanities Korean Literature ] L )
L. Korean Studies(Korean Linguistics or Korean Literature),
(Korean Linguistics) . .
Korean Language Education (as a Foreign Language)
. . Korean Language and Literature, Korean Language Education,
Korean Linguistics: . . . . . . .
. Chinese Literature, Classical Chinese Education, Creative Writing,
Korean Literature . o .
. Korean Studies(Korean Linguistics or Korean Literature),
(Korean Literature) . .
Korean Language Education (as a Foreign Language)
. Musicology, Korean Classical Music, Music Education, Korean
Musicology . . .
Culture and Studies(Musicology), Korean Music
Arts ) Archaeology and Art History, Korean Art History, Oriental Art
Art History

History, Science of Arts, Arts Education

_23_
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lll. Admission

1. Selection Procedure

O First Round of Selection (University Track)
- Application and screening period (estimated date): February ~ April 2026
*¢ Once the application guidelines are released on studyinkorea.go.kr by NIIED, the
accurate date of the application and screening period will be posted on the

university website (https://grad.aks.ac.kr).

O Third Round of Selection (Embassy Track)
- Screening period (estimated date): May ~ Early June 2026
¢ Once the application guidelines are released on studyinkorea.go.kr by NIIED, the
accurate date of the screening period will be posted on the university website
(https://grad.aks.ac.kr).

2. Inquiry and Application Address
O Contact Information of the university
T 031-730-8187, 8183 D4 admission_intl@aks.ac.kr

O Where to send application document
= The Graduate School of Korean Studies
The Academy of Korean Studies
Haogae-ro 323, Bundang-gu, Seongnam-si, Gyeonggi-do
Republic of Korea (Postcode: 13455)

O instagram.com/grad_aks
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V. GKS Alumni

Kelly Jane Ompad

v' 2020
v Filipino
in the Admissions Dept. at the
and Freelance Translator

so faris being a GKS scholarship recipient. It gave me the
opportunityto not only live abroad while obtaining my graduate degree, but it also
supported mefinanciallyin so many aspects, which | know is one of the biggest strugglesin

acquiring higher education. Receiving that kind of help

v"  About the Graduate School of Korean Studies, AKS
| miss AKS terribly. The environment and surroundings are so peaceful and relaxing. Itis the
best place to study. | can always rely on taking short breaks around the campus becausethe
scenery is beautiful. The admin office staff are also super quick and helpful. Plus the Korean
language courses and teachers are amazing. The classes are small so it’s a lot easier for
students and teachers/professors to discuss and engage more. In my experience, the
professorsin mydepartmentwere all amazingand always ready to help, so don’t be afraid

to emailthem or visit them during office hours!




Bahar Aliyeva

v' 2013
v’ 2017
v' Azerbaijanian

Nl'rsm: .

at the Az

“My very precious place.

The place that helped me grow to who | am now.

The place that keeps appearing in my dreams and makes

me happy even at this point, 7 years after graduation.
It's the Academy of Korean Studies.
If you'd like to study properly and immerse yourself in

the real world of academics, choose
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Redita Devi

Master’s Degree in Korean History

- Korean Language Instructor, Nasional University in Indonesia

professo

rs who will kindly guide you wonderful friends

cultural activities
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